Survival analysis of the Harris-Galante I acetabular cup.
We reviewed 264 consecutive primary total hip replacements in 244 patients in which the Harris-Galante I porous-coated acetabular component had been used. The mean follow-up was 95 months (69 to 132). In 221 arthroplasties a 32 mm ceramic head had been used, and in the other 43 one of cobalt-chrome alloy. There were 124 women and 120 men with a mean age at operation of 56.8 years (21 to 83). Survival analysis of the acetabular components was performed using the following definitions of failure: 1) infection; 2) removal because of aseptic loosening; 3) removal for any cause; and 4) a worst-case analysis including removal of the cup or infection or loss to follow-up. Two well-fixed cups had been removed because of deep infection and three, similarly sound cups had been exchanged at the time of femoral revision. None of the acetabular components had required revision for aseptic loosening. After 11 years survival was 97.7% using the worst-case criterion. Radiological analysis of 187 acetabular components at a mean of 82 months (41 to 132) revealed no case of aseptic loosening. Pelvic osteolysis was seen in only one patient, but was not progressive and showed signs of regression. The results using these acetabular components are encouraging but the need for regular follow-up remains since complications such as significant wear of the liner, massive osteolysis of the pelvis, aseptic loosening and late infection may increase in the second decade.